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Please 
join us for 
International 
Credit Union 
Day on
OCtOber 15th

We will be celebrating a special day and you’re a big part of it! 
International Credit Union Day is Thursday, October 15th and we 
will be recognizing this day with refreshments for those that stop 
by either office. 

This year’s theme celebrates the advantages of credit union 
membership — value, trust and service are just some of the many 
benefits of being a credit union member. You are in charge of your 
money and your credit union.

At UCFCU, we are proud of our heritage as a cooperative financial 
service provider and our connection to the 49,000 credit unions 
worldwide. On October 15th, we’ll join credit unions and their 
members around the world to celebrate International Credit Union 
Day in recognition of the benefits those institutions bring to their 
members. We look forward to celebrating this day with you.

It’s simple to help local schools!
When you sign up for our Stars Reward Program 
you’ll earn points that can be redeemed for gift cards, 
free checks, extra rate benefits for qualified savings 
and loan programs — in addition to donations to select local schools. 
Our Stars Reward Program is FREE and it’s easy to sign up through 
NetBranch! Sign up today at www.unifiedcommunitiesfcu.com and 
start earning points you can redeem for yourself or choose one of 
several local schools — including Haggerty Elementary! 

Student run branch at Haggerty 
Elementary School is now OPEN!

Did you know that if you have a student attending Haggerty 
Elementary School, they have the opportunity to join the credit union 
and make deposits right at school at our Student Branch? This new 
program, started May, 2009, is a functional UCFCU branch right inside 
the school. All students through fifth-grade may participate by opening 
accounts and making deposits. Students will learn about planning, 
responsibility and the satisfaction of saving their money.

The program also provides fifth-graders real life job 
experience from interviewing for a position at the branch to
performing the duties of a teller, an accounting clerk, a 
member service representative and a marketing specialist. 
And, in addition to a competitive interest rate on their 
savings, students will be rewarded for their saving efforts 
with prizes and games. Get your child started today! 

Unified Communities Federal Credit Union Celebrates 60th
Look how far we’ve come!

From very humble beginnings in 1949, with just $362 in assets and 29 members, to $15,000,000 in assets and 
4200 members in 2009, Unified Communities Federal Credit Union has changed a lot in 60 years. Yet, our core 
values of providing professional services, and competitive and fiscal responsibility to our members remains 
intact. 

The last ten years have brought significant change, beginning with changing our name to Unified Communities 
Federal Credit Union and becoming a community chartered credit union, the offering of many new products and 

services, including NetBranch, and our Stars Reward Program, plus the opening of our Belleville office. The challenge of 
dealing with the recession, unemployment, and falling home values has also been a challenge. However, despite these challenges we are 
looking ahead toward new opportunities and ways to serve our members. 

We look forward to providing quality service for many more years to come, and we want to thank you for placing your trust in us, and for 
being a member of Unified Communities Federal Credit Union! 

Original Name:  D.T.D. Employees (Approved August 31, 1949)

Original Bond: Employees of the Detroit Transmission Division of 
the General Motors Corporation and Local 735 UAS-CIO 1 Detroit, 
Michigan, employees of this credit union; members of their immediate 
families, and organizations of such persons.

Founding Members: 10

May, 1956: Name changed to Willow Run Employees Federal CU
November, 1992: Name changed to Willow Run Federal CU
July, 2001: Changed Charter to Community Charter
November, 2001: Name changed to Unified Communities Federal CU

     Here’s a brief look back at our history… Our first 
“Balance 

Sheet”

 Everet Branson,

has the oldest 

account on record….

opened in 1953!



Staying in touch with our 
members…and community
You may spot us from time to time at community events, and 
even your workplace! We’ve been out and about the past couple 
of months and we’d like to share a few of the photos from those 
experiences. 

Here’s a picture of 
the UCFCU booth 
at the Senior Expo. 
We met a lot of 
great people — it 
was a fun event!

We  participated in the 
Belleville Firefighters 
Golf Outing to help 
raise money for new fire 
equipment…

UCFCU was a Gold Sponsor for
the golf outing, and the Board and team members that 
participated got together for this picture at the end of the day.

Each year, the firefighters hope to raise money with the golf 
outing to help pay for much needed equipment that their budget 
cannot provide, and we are happy to be a part of the effort. We 
are proud to once again participate in the event as it follows our 
philosophy of people helping people.

Many of the Belleville businesses participate in this annual event 
for seniors, offering information on health and wellness, as well 
as financial issues. 

Always remember that the most important factor in using money wisely is not how much money you make…but how you use 
it! Consider these tips: arrange a family system for handling money and make certain that everyone in the family is involved and 
understands it; make a spending plan suited to your own income and needs; and lastly, decide on your family’s most important goals. 

Need help getting started? As a member of UCFCU, you can take advantage of the Accel program, a free financial education and 
counseling program. Accel counselors are available Monday through Thursday 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. (EST), 
Friday 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. To use this service, simply call 1-877-33ACCEL 
(332-2235) or visit them on the web at www.accelservices.org.

Help for Successful Money Management

Recent changes to Regulation 
D impacts the number of 
transactions UCFCU may allow 
on your deposit accounts. The 
Regulation was implemented by 
the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System, whose 
job is to ensure that financial 
institutions maintain adequate 
reserves for the funds they have on deposit. 

Regulation D  affects you by limiting certain automatic 
withdrawals and transfers from your Share Account to six (6) 
transactions in any month. Below you will find an explanation of 
automatic transfers. Once you have reached the limit during a month 
no further transfers will be allowed until the start of the next month. 
The items will be returned and your account will be assessed a return 
fee of $25.00. There is no limit to automatic transfers from your 
checking account.
 
Transactions not subject to limitation

• Transactions made in person.
• Transactions made at an ATM.
• Transactions initiated by letter mailed to credit union.
• Transactions initiated by messenger.
• Transfers made to repay a loan.

 
Transactions limited to six (6) per month

• Transfers and payments to third parties initiated by:
  ACH, telephone, home banking, bill paying service,
  fax, email or overdraft transfers from savings
  or overdraft line of credit advances.

 
Ways to manage account: Have direct deposit to a checking!
We suggest that you set up your payroll, Social Security or related 
deposits to be directly deposited into a UCFCU checking account 
rather than a Savings account. There is no limit to the number of 
transfers and/or withdrawals you can make with your UCFCU 
checking.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns regarding 
Regulation D and these changes, please contact the credit union.

  Federal regulation D: 
Its changes and effect on 

your deposit accounts



Share to Share is Now Available!
Ever needed to transfer money from your UCFCU account to the 
account of your son or daughter attending college? Maybe your other 
account at the credit union needs more funds for an emergency or a 
family member owes you money and would like an easy way to make 
payments.

Now it’s easy to “share” your UCFCU Share accounts! NetBranch 
users now have the option to “share” their funds with other NetBranch 
accounts - and it’s all done right from your home or office computers! 
Share to Share is easy to set up, and can be done through NetBranch... 
you choose the options, and you can even set an expiration date!

NetBranch just got even more convenient with the addition of Share 
to Share - get started today! Give us a call for more information, or 
for help setting up your “Share to Share” options.

Got Stars Yet?
If you haven’t signed up for our Stars Reward Program yet, now is the 
time to start earning points for free stuff! And, unlike other reward 
programs, there’s no cost to participate. If you’re a NetBranch user, 
Stars Rewards make sense for you. You’ll earn points while doing 
everyday tasks such as using your debit card for gas and groceries, 
opening a new vehicle or home equity loan, celebrating a birthday or 
anniversary of your UCFCU membership…and more. What are you 
waiting for? Get Stars today by signing up through NetBranch!

belleville Office: 
We’re Now OPeN on Saturdays!
We have Saturday hours at the Belleville branch 
to make doing business with us even easier! The 
Belleville lobby is now OPEN each Saturday from 
9 am until 12:30 pm.  

Debit Cards for Car rental
Your UCFCU debit card will no longer 
be accepted by car rental companies. 
We found that when using a debit 
card to reserve a car, some companies 
seek an authorization in excess of the 
estimated rental charges. A hold is then placed on those funds in 
your account. The hold remains in place until the car is returned 
and the company releases the hold. This can sometimes take up to 
two weeks.

We recommend using your UCFCU VISA instead! The car rental 
system heavily favors customers who use credit cards. Playing by 
their rules will save time and money.

Changes to NCUA Coverage Limits
The Helping Families Save Their Homes 
Act of 2009, signed into law on May 20, 
2009, continued an increased level of insurance coverage on all 
accounts of up to $250,000 through December 13, 2013. For more 
information on the NCUA, you may visit www.ncua.gov or ask us 
for a copy of the brochure, “How Your Accounts Are Insured.”

Dollar Coins Now Available!
There’s now a smarter way to do the right 
thing! By making a simple choice to use 
Presidential $1 coins, you’re joining millions 
of others who are doing a small part to make 
America a better place — because $1 coins last 
for decades and are 100% recyclable! UCFCU 
is now dispensing the $1 coins to members. 
You’ll see that they’re similar to the 50 State 

Quarter Program, with a new release every 12 weeks. But they’re 
not just for collecting… If people would use $1 coins, within a few 
years, the country could save billions of dollars.

NeW… Find an AtM using your 
phone or GPS system! Need cash and 
you don’t have access to a computer to find 
the nearest ATM? Or perhaps you’re away 
at college and in a new town. Now, there’s 
an easy way to find a CO-OP Network 
surcharge-free ATM! You can find exactly 
where to get your cash for free by texting your location – address, 
intersection or zip code – to 692667 (MYCOOP) from any mobile 
phone, or you can download the database of more than 28,000 
surcharge-free ATMs directly to your Garmin, TomTom or other 
GPS device. You’ll never be lost again looking for a surcharge-free 
ATM.

News You Need To Know

We are pleased to announce that Daniel 
(Danny) Vivian, from Belleville High 
School, is the recipient of the 2009 
Theodore Hancox Scholarship. Danny has 
set a shining example for others the past 
several years with his charity work and 
involvement with school activities. He 
has helped raise funds for organizations 
such as the Salvation Army, Huron Valley 
Humane Society, Relay for Life in Milan 
as well as the UCFCU team, and also 

participated in the River Raisin Canoe Race, and vacation bible 
school through his church. Danny is innovative in raising funds for 
charity and has even held garage sales, then donated the money he 
and his family earned to charity. 

Danny was also on the varsity wrestling team for three years, and 
was Captain for two of those years, and holds many records in varsity 
wrestling. His other involvement with wrestling included manager 
of the team during his senior year, as well as fund raisers. Other 
activities include camp counselor at a YMCA camp, and filming and 
editing in the school video production program. 

UCFCU is proud to support higher education for local students and 
we wish Danny a very successful future!

Mary Carnarvon-LaHousse, 
CEO, presents Daniel Vivian 
with the $500 Theodore Hancox 
scholarship from UCFCU.

Daniel Vivian receives $500 Scholarship



Mission Statement
“Unified Communities Federal Credit Union is a member-
owned cooperative, that will continually strive to provide 
professional services, remaining competitive and fiscally 
responsible to its members’ needs.”

CANtON office hours
Mon - Fri: 9:30 am - 5:00 pm
Phone 734-485-3300 • Fax 734-485-0240

beLLeVILLe office hours
Mon - Wed:  10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Thurs: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Fri: 9:30 am - 6:00 pm
Sat: 9:00 am - 12:30 pm 
Phone 734-697-4800 • Fax 734-697-4844
www.unifiedcommunitiesfcu.com

Kids Corner

UCFCU Team 
Spotl ight

Meet Neil C. Galbrouth
Neil came to the credit union in 2007 and today 
he is starring in the role of Member Service 
Representative! Neil is proud to be on the UCFCU 
team and feels the credit union helps make our 
community a better place, particularly by showing 
the next generation how to plan for the future, as 
well as supporting and keeping money in the local 
community. 

One of his favorite efforts at the credit union 
is working at the “Reality Store” where 
UCFCU team members go to local schools and 
demonstrate how to manage personal finances.

In his spare time, Neil is an avid reader, 
attends school, and is active in his church 
as well as the American Partnership for 
Eosinophilic Disorders - which his nephew 
suffers from. 

Quarterly Dividends
third Quarter 2009

Regular Share Account $500 minimum  0.20%APR

Christmas Club     0.35%APR

Vacation Club     0.10%APR

All IRA Accounts      .75%APR

Youth Accounts     0.20%APR

APR = Annual Percentage Rate

Here’s a brain teaser! How many words of four letters or more can you make from the word:

INVESTMENT
Hint: there are at least 30. Answers are below - but no peaking!

We thought of: invest, vest, tent, intent, time, mine, nine, vine, event, intense, vent, mint, tint, sent, invent, nest, tense, test, teen, teem, mist, meet, site, vein, seven, sentiment, 
seem, seen, stint, tennis. How did you do?

For a laugh... here are a few jokes!
Why did the money cry when it left the credit union? 
Because it didn’t want to be a loan!

Why was the baker poor?
Because he kneaded dough!

Why don’t skunks ever go broke?
Because they always have a scent!

UCFCU will be closed for the following holidays:

Columbus Day
Monday, October 12

Veteran’s Day
Wednesday, November 11

Thanksgiving
Thursday, November 26

Christmas
Thursday, December 24 & Friday, December 25

New Year’s
Friday, January 1, 2010

HOLIDAy CLOSINGS


